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LIVE JAZZ & CLASSICAL MUSIC  

CERTIFIED MUSIC INSTRUCTION  

 

RICHARD A . SCHWARTZ,  founder 

NORTHSHORE JAZZ  
 

Masters in Music 

Bachelors in Music Education 

 

Located in Mandeville 

985-624-7177 

rich@northshorejazz.com 

www.northshorejazz.com 

 
 

 

 

Play and Learn 

Northshore Academy 
2433 Monroe St. 

Mandeville, Louisiana 

(985) 674-7744 

Ages 6 weeks & up 

Monday ï Friday 

Part Time, Full Time 

Holiday Care & Summer Camp 

  
Erin F. Lorio, Esq. 

Peragine & Lorio, LLC  
527 E. Boston Street, Ste. 201 

Covington, LA 70433 

985-292-3500 

erin@plalaw.com 

www.plalaw.com 

 

General Business Litigation 

Contract Dispute Resolution 

Insurance Coverage Analysis 

Wills & Successions 
 

 

 
 
 

  
 

Support Your MES PTA!! 
SPONSOR THIS SQUARE! 

 
Your ad or special message 

could appear HERE for 
$25/month or all year long for 

just $100!  
 

Contact Becky Bohm at roquinn1@juno.com 
for more info . 

 
Support Your MES PTA!!  
SPONSOR THIS SQUARE! 

 
Your ad or special message 
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Contact Becky Bohm at roquinn1@juno.com 
for more info . 
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òFISHINGó Everywhere We Go 
 
Well, what excitement we have had! The Saints and the Super Bowl, Mardi Gras, and even snow!!! Now we are back and 
all settled in. As we look to the upcoming weeks we know we will be busy, but also weõll have lots of fun. We have Sock 
Hop, Math and Science Night, and Gallery Night coming up, not to mention the Spring Holidays. This has been a busy year.  
 
Thank you to each of you for encouraging your children to participate in Fishing At Home and In the Community.  When 
you send the fish in with your childõs name we announce it at Morning Meeting and he or she tells the whole student body 
the great choices he or she made. By sharing, all students hear examples of Fishing and others get ideas of how to do this 
too. We hear things such as, òI helped my mom by playing with my brother while she cooked dinner,ó òI chose my attitude 
on our long car ride and didnõt complain.ó They beautifully articulate cooperating at home and in their community. Our 
children are also noticing tha t other people practice the Fish Philosophy. One c hild shared that she noticed that the  lady 
in a story her class was reading was Fishing because she smiled and was very friendly. Imagine what a great world it will 
be when they are older and in charge of t he world if they continue on this path!  
 
For your convenience, there are Fish coupons on page 12 of this edition of Whale Tales.  You can also get more Fish 
coupons on our schoolõs website under the PBS link. As you scroll over the PBS link, you will see a link labeled òFishing At 
Home and in the Community.ó If you click on this, you will see Fish coupons. You can print these and send them with your 
children as they earn them. If you wish, you can just send a note and we will still announce their great acco mplishments. 
Thanks for all of your support as we work together to build children with great character.  
 
We have several PBS activities going on. After several weeks, we have a PBS celebration for students who followed the 
rules and expectations during th e entire time period. This is documented as the children received no write -ups during this 
time period. The goal here is to support and thank our young children who make great choices. You may have heard that 
they got free ice cream or popsicles. They are often just amazed that they get this, yet need no money! As we distribute 
the treat, we thank them for their efforts and for doing a great job following the rules and expectations. We are so 
blessed with beautiful children at Mandeville Elementary School. Thanks for sharing them with us. We are honored!  
 
Our terrific staff Fishes every day! Monthly, we formally thank them and the students share ways the adults Fish. Thanks 
to all of our staff for being great role models for all of our children.  

          -Mrs. Laine 

 

The Art S tudio  with Ms. Cleveland  

 
òIs THAT art?ó  This is the question weõve pondered in the art studio as weõve focused on artwork which amazed and perplexed 
people when it was first introduced.   Students have had some interesting art experiences as they investig ated the works of Andy 
Warhol, Jackson Pollack and other ground-breaking artists. òHey! I could do that! That just looks like scribbling!ó Thatõs what I 
heard with the action paintings of Jackson Pollack.   Students discovered that the works of J. Pollack a re more complex to create 
than they first realized!   It took the genius of A. Warhol to capitalize on the cylinder with his Campbell s oup can screen prints. Who 
expected that a can of soup would command thousands of dollars?   Students drew their own cylind ers, rectangular prisms, and other 
3-D shapes, which they were also learning about in homeroom classes, as they created thoughtful expressions of a variety of objects 
from our built environment.   If you want to learn more about supporting our progress as w e ask, òIs THAT art?ó then please visit my 
latest donorschoose.org grant proposal by the same title!       
  
The community will have an opportunity to support our budding artists as we celebrate their artist ic endeavors at our Spring 2010 
Gallery Night  on May 9. If you came last year you know this is a fun  and rewarding night for our children.   If you have been looking 
for an opportunity to support your childõs learning here at MES, I invite parents and grandparents to offer your help now.  Art in the 
Classroom volunteers will show you how to mount, label, or hang the artwork for our special event.   Maybe you would like to help 
with the in -class projects being produced for our silent auction?   Email Katie Gruntz ( klgruntz@hotmail.com ), our Art in the 
Classroom chairman, for more information.  
  
Thank you everyone for all the doubloons, milk jug tops, lids, and other circular objects you have been sending in f or use for our 
Solar System Safari.  Please continue to send them in to me as they will need to be prepped before March 16 th, the night of MESõs 
big, MATH AND SCIENCE SAFARI! 
  
Lastly, sculpture will be our focus the 4 th grading period.   Once again, I need you to start saving some items.   Iõm still considering a 
variety of projects and goals but I anticipate that we will need the trays that microwave meals come inéone for every student.  
Thank you for support and for òBeing There!ó for me and all of our students! 

 

http://donorschoose.org/
mailto:klgruntz@hotmail.com
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February was filled with Louisiana learning. 
We focused on where we live, what traditions 
we have, and all the great foods that we get 
from our great state of Louisiana. It was fun 
learning about all the sp ecial symbols that 
represent our state. The Brown Pelican and 
Catahoula Leopard Dog were our favorite 
things to learn about. We loved making and 
eating beignets and king cakes. We learned 
that sweet potatoes, red beans and rice, and 
sugar cane are grown right in our own back 
yards. 
 
Zydeco and Jazz music were so much fun to 

Pre-K News 
dance and move to. Doing the second line 
was a blast! Purple, green, and gold (yellow) 
are the colors of Mardi Gras. We made 
masks, king cakes, and floats using those 
vibrant colors. We also made some special 
things with the unofficial colors of black and 
gold. Learning about the Saints was a lot of 
fun. We enjoyed discovering the letters of 
Mardi Gras and Saints along with those 
special numbers of the Saints players (9, 25, 
etc.) Getting  to wear jeans and New Orleans 
Saints shirts was a real treat. What an 
exciting month it was! We look forward to 
more great fun and activities in March.  

 

This month kindergarten celebrated 100 days 
of school. They had a fun filled day counting 
100 snacks, doing 100 exercises, listening to 
100 day stories, and participating in many 
more 100 day activities. It was an exciting day!  
 

Kindergarten News  

The students were also busy learning about 
Mardi Gras, Louisiana, our country, and the 
Presidents. The kindergarten classes had so 
much fun at the annual MES parade. Tons of 
colorful beads were caught by all.  

February was an exciting month!  

 

February was a wonderful month for our First 
Graders.  First, we learned all abo ut our great 
state of Louisiana.  Can you name our state 
flower?  We can! We learned to identify our 
state mammal, bird, crustacean, reptile, and 
our state capital.  As you mightõve noticed in 
our hallway, everyone wrote a report on an 
animal indigenous to  Louisiana and designed a 
òthrowó depicting their animal. 

 
Next, we learned about the holiday we know 
as Mardi Gras while we set the stage for the 
carnival season by parading for the rest of the 
school and our families! Each class 
represented a different a spect of Louisiana 
and we had a grand time.  Through this study, 
we gained a greater appreciation for all 
Louisiana has to offer.  A huge thank you goes 
to our volunteers for helping with decorating 
t -shirts, costumes, and wagons in order for 
our parade to  be a success.  We so appreciate 
all that you do.  

 
We also celebrated literacy by being surprised 
by horses at MES!  The Black Stallion Literacy 
Foundation visited our school to kick off the 
program that promotes literacy.  We plan to 

First Grade News  

practice reading our book about this special 
animal as we anticipate our field trip on March 
19 to Carousel Farms when we get to read our 
favorite passage to the horses!  
 
We enjoyed our visit from Bippo the Hippo, the 
local dentist mascot.  Bippo taught us about 
proper dental care and the importance of 
regular dental visits.  Bippo led the students in 
song and showed us a fun way to learn during 
Dental Health Month.  
 
Now, we will immerse ourselves in an author 
study of one of our favorites , Eric Carle.  We 
plan to study and observe the life cycle of the 
ladybug beginning with his literature, as well as 
read nonfiction texts about this topic. We will 
learn to identify access features special to 
nonfiction texts like captions, labels, a 
glossary, and an index.  We will use these 
features to gain knowledge and become better 
readers, as well as information gatherers!  We 
will also have live ladybugs to observe.  
 
Enthusiasm, excitement, learning, fun!  That is 
whatõs happening in First Grade! 

 

 

Grade Level News  

 

 



Grade Level News  
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Second Grade News 
sky and ask your child what type of cloud 
they see.  I bet they can tell you!   
 
In technology, the students h ave been 
enjoying their weekly  time  in the 
technology classroom to work on special 
projects together.  The students are 
working hard learning computer skills as 
well as hardware, software, and Internet 
research skills.  We are enjoying the chance 
to comple te activities at the same time.  
Furthermore, students are helping each 
other and working together to complete 
projects.   
  
Family Breakfast was a hit!  Last month, 
second graders welcomed their parents to 
MES to share special moments and create 
lasting memories!   
 
Congratulations to our very own Second 
Grade Teacher, Mrs. Amy Frederick, for 

Whale Tales 

Third Grade News  
 
What an exciting time! The third grade 
students had a great time supporting the 
New Orleans Saints and helping the people 
of Haiti . Students donated money to Haiti 
relief and had a Saints spirit day. Even with 
the Super Bowl excitement, the third grade 
students continued to study important 
topics, create interesting projects, and 
participate in fun activities.  
 
The 3rd graders have been busily working 
each day. In math, measurement and data 
are the topics being covered. Students 
have been measuring length and capacity 
in customary and metric system units. We 
also continue to work on our 

multiplication, division, and problem 
solving skills. The students continue to 
develop their writing skills with 
descriptive paragraphs, poetry, and 
reports. Students recently researched a 
U.S. President, wrote a report, created a 
portrait, and made a presentation in class. 
Check out the reports and po rtraits if you 
visit the 3 rd grade hallway. In Social 
Studies, students learned about Louisiana 
government and famous people of 
Louisiana. Students used the Internet to 
conduct research, save a picture, and 
create trading cards about people like 
Huey Long and Ruby Bridges.  
 

 
Third Graders show their Saints spirit and help the people of Haiti at the same time.  

 

being selected as Mandeville Elementaryõs 
2010-2011 Teacher of the Year!  She was 
selected by the faculty due to her 
dedication to do whatever it takes to help 
students achieve their potential.  Those 
who know her and see her in the halls will 
agree that her smile and cheerful attitude 
help make the halls of MES a friendly and 
fun atmosphere!  She truly represents the 
qualities and characteristics of òTeacher 
of the Year.ó   Congratulations Mrs. 
Frederick!  
 
Our second graders continue to stay busy 
preparing for some WILD upcoming 
events!  To incorporate our unit on 
habitats and living things, our students 
will enjoy a field trip to Global Wildlife on 
March 5th, and we w ill begin work on the 
end of the year school play very soon.  

 

WHO DAT!  WE DAT!  SECOND GRADE DAT!  
What an exciting and busy time we have 
had since the holidays!  HOW ôBOUT THEM 
SAINTS?  The excitement spilled over into 
every classroom during this memorable 
occasion for our city.   It was so much fun 
incorporating our hometown team into our 
lessons and engaging the students with fun 
games and activities so they could feel a 
part of the excitement.   In addition, much 
of this expe rience was used in each 
classroom to demonstrate character 
building and positive behavior.  The Saints 
FISH also! 
 
In science, the students had a fantastic 
time learning about weather and the water 
cycle.  They were surprised after charting 
the weather to see how weather patterns 
can change drastically from day to day.  
They enjoyed discovering about weather 
through experimentation.  Look up in the 

Our mini-societies are in full swing. 
Students have started earning money each 
week, paying rent in their classrooms, and 
developing forms of government. Our mini -
society currency includes Cool Cash, Peeps, 
Shiners, and Aquas. Decisions are being 
made weekly, so stay tuned for more 
information next month.  
 
The learning and fun continue each day for 
the third grade students and teachers. 
Donõt forget that iLEAP testing is 
approaching. Testing week is April 12 th ð 
16th. We canõt wait to see what fun 
adventures await the third grade students 
next month!  
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Book Report  
 

By Cindy Lebas, MES Librarian  
 

 
What an exciting time i n the library !  Third grade children are 
learning how to use research tools. Second grade students are 
learning to use OPAC this month.  This is a computerized 
search program that children and adults use to find particular 
books or authors.  This method is  the computer version of the 
card catalogue we used in the òold days.ó  First grade children 
are using paddles to find books on the shelves.  Kindergarten 
students are learning the difference between fiction and 
nonfiction books.  
 
Happy Birthday to Dr. Seuss!  On March 2, Dr. Seuss would be 
104 years old. We will celebrate what would be his 104 th  
birthday by reading many of his wonderful stories and learning 
some interesting facts about him.  Did you know Dr. Seuss was 
a pseudonym?  His real name was Theodore Seuss Geisel.  To 
learn more about Dr. Seuss visit his web site, 
www.seussville.com. 
 
Our spring book fair will be held May 3 ð 7, 2010.  More 
information will be sent out at a later date.  Please contact 
Becky Bohm if you would like to help.  

Happy Reading! 
 

Cindy LeBas 
 MES Librarian 

 

 
Technology Corner  

 
Mandeville Elementary School is very fortunate to have such 
a vast array of technology equipment for the students to 
utilize.   Technology equipment ranges from  computers to 
digital cameras to Apple iTouch handheld computers.  And 
the list keeps growing.    
 
Last year, Shell Oil, Inc. donated computers to MES so that 
a òTechnology Classroomó could be created.  This 
classroom is utilized by all students on a weekl y basis.   
Every student is able to work from their own screen as the 
teacher teaches a lesson plan.  Five new computers have 
been added to the classroom.   
 
Morning meetings at MES are full of energetic students.  
They are always excited to hear updates f rom Mrs. Laine 
and they are so eager to share their experiences when 
called upon.  Student experiences range from why they 
earned a òfishó to something special that they have 
participated in.  Soon, students and faculty will be able to 
utilize technology w hen sharing their experiences.  A 
projector and document camera will be installed in the gym 
during the next month.    
 
òWe need more space for our class project.ó  No problem.  
Teachers and students will soon be  able to utilize a multi -
purpose classroom.  The classroom tables can be set up 
however the teacher needs them to be set up which allows 
for flexibility for various projects.  Soon, the classroom will 
have a Promethean Board and a computer.  This will allow 
the teachers and students to continue their lesson plan as it 
relates to their class project.   
 
AR ð Accelerated Reader.  The MES library and classroom 
computers have the most recent updates for the AR 
program on the way.  The updated lists will provide 
students with a wider range of books to read and to be 
tested on.   
 
Who said an apple canõt be a computer?  Thanks to a mini-
grant that four teachers wrote, students now have access to 
the Apple iTouch.  These handheld touch screen computers 
promote literacy, math and fine motor skills.  They are 
used during literacy stat ions to help support phonemic 
awareness (rhyming words), phonics (learning and using 
letters and sounds) and to help build vocabulary through 
games.  They are also used in math stations for counting, 
number recognition, matching, sorting, etc.   
 
From pre-K to third grade, the students at MES are exposed 
to current technological tools.  What a great way to keep 
our children in the loop with modern advances.   
 
Be sure to ask your child how he/she is using technology at 
MES! 
 

 
The Library has something for every MES student! 

http://www.seussville.com/


 

GREAT JOB BOX TOP COLLECTORS! 

Thank you for sending Box Tops in. This is an easy way to raise 
funds that can be  used to enrich the learning experiences at MES. 
Hereõs a list of our January contest winners.  They all did a great 
job collec ting Box Tops!!  More contests are in the near future so 
keep sending the Box Tops in. Thank you! 

First Week Winners-- Saints Stuff 
PreK/ K:   Owen Amon (Lovell) 

1st grade:  John Martin Walton (Cutrer)  
2nd Grade:  Brandon Nolan (Mauer) 

3rd grade:   Collin Fernandez ( Montreuil )  
 

Second Week Winners - Snack Shop coupons 
PreK/ K:    Lilly Cambas (Lundberg) 

1st grade:  Kira Grass (Cambas) 
2nd Grade:  Colby Creel (Cascio) 
3rd grade:  Lacie Borel (Fisher) 

 
Third Week Winners - Target Gift Card  

PreK/ K:   Julian Shales (P. Jarrell)  
1st grade:  Benjamin Mackay (Carlin) 
2nd Grade:  Gera Cobb (Wetekamm) 

3rd grade:  Destiny Grass (Cade) 

 

 JSAY CHEESE!  SPRING PICTURES WILL BE TAKEN ON MARCH 4
TH

!  
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Viva Mexico!!  

Mark your calendars!  On April 30 , 2010  
MES is òtaking a tripó to Mexico for 
Cultural Arts Day. Children will learn 
about Mexican culture, food, art, people, 
and more. This event requires a large 
number of volunteers to be successful ,  so 
save the date!  

 

 
iLEAP REMINDER! 

 

April 12 -16 th  is iLEAP testing  for 
all third graders. Make sure your 
child gets a healthy breakfas t and 
good nightõs sleep each day. 
 

MATH & SCIENCE NIGHT ð 
MARCH 16TH 

 
Math and Science Night is just 
around the corner. For parents 
new to MES, Math and Science 
night allows families rotate to 
different stations in classrooms 
and do activities pertaining to 
math and science. It is a fun 
filled evening for young and old 
alike! There will als o be a brief 
PTA meeting that night to elect 
the Nominating Committee for 
next yearõs PTA Executive Board. 
So please try to attend.  
 

 
 

Second Graders Will  Go 
ôGlobalõ on March 5 th  

MES second graders will 
take a field trip to the 

Global Wildlife Center on 
Friday, March 5th .  Students 

will get to see and feed 
many different animals 
from all over the world.  

 

 
Road Trip!  

Third Graders will be going on a f ield t rip to 
Baton Rouge on the òbig busesó April 28 th . 
Information will be sent home as the date 
approaches. The students look forward to this 
field trip all year. So be sure to return the 
permission form once it is sent home!  
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Dear MES Families ð  
 
It is hard to believe that March is here.  
Hopefully warmer weather is on its way!  The 
cold certainly did not stop our òWho Dató 
nation from celebrating the Saints and Mardi 
Gras!  February was such a great celebration 
month and the children were very eager to 
show their excitement.   
 
As always, we are very excited to see our 
school filled with so many volunteers.  Even 
though we did not have any major school 
wide PTA events last month, our clas srooms 
were filled with parents who read, helped 
with centers and helped with class projects.    
 
The children so appreciate having parents 
come in to help.  Why is it so great when 
parents are around?  Where do we start?  The 
list is endless.  Studies show that children 

greatly benefit from the time spent with 
parent volunteers.   If the parent is reading 
a story, the children not only experience a 
new story, they experience the expressions 
and emotions that the parent elicits when 
reading.  If the class i s working on a special 
project, the children benefit from having 
the parent there to provide an extra pair of 
helping hands.  If the parent is in the 
Technology Classroom, the students benefit 
from the parent being there to help them 
navigate and stay caught up with the class.  
If the parent is hanging pictures/projects up 
in the hallways, the children benefit from 
seeing what the various classrooms are 
working on.  No matter where the parents 
are at MES, the best part of them being 
there is their warm smil e and their 
enthusiasm.  We thank you all for being 
there!   
 

Get ready to rock around the clock in 
March!  The Sock Hop is on Saturday, 
March 6.  It is a true 50õs event.  Moms 
and dads and children:  dress the part!  
Dads/sons slick back your hair and wear 
your blue jeans and white t -shirts.  
Moms/daughters, get your pony tails tied 
and your poodle skirts ready.  You donõt 
want to miss this fun family event.  The 
children truly relish the experience.   
 
We look forward to seeing you all at the 
Sock Hop and at the Math/Science night.   
 
Be sure to visit our website for volunteer 

information: 
www.mandevilleelementarypta.com  

 
 

Jennifer Barousse  
Ingrida Arata  

MES PTA Co-Presidents 2009 -2010 

 

Letter from our PTA Co -Presidents  

 

 
Coming real soon! The new swing set is assembled and the area around it prepared for placement of the 

rubberized mulch. Weather permitting children might be swinging by the end of next week!  

 

 
www.louisianapta.org  

 

 
 

www.pta.org 

 

 

http://www.mandevilleelementarypta.com/

